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Course Description
China has embarked her economic reforms since the late 1970s when Deng Xiaoping initiated the “Reform and Open Door” policy. The economic transformation over the last three and half decades has been remarkable and significant. The most notable one is the successful transformation of a centralized and planned economy into a market one. China joined the World Trade Organization (WTO) in 2002 to engage fully with the globalization trend.  Recently, China has surpassed Japan to become the second largest economy in the world, along with a rising nation with comprehensive national strength and power. The forces of globalization have been beneficial and undoubtedly have played crucial roles to restructure and reshape the Chinese administrative system, and in turn have lasting impacts upon the Chinese public policies. Given this backdrop and the effects of globalization and regionalization, this course will investigate and study the underlying structures, causes and effects of the administrative system and public policies in China. There are three objectives in this course: 

First, the course provides critical examination and understanding to some of the most important and salient issues on public policy and administration in China. A few selected public policies such as anti-corruption policy, personnel management system, higher educational policy, institutional change, policy on the neighborhood community, housing policy and local administrative reform, will be investigated and studied.

Second, all these policies will be tackled within the literature of public administration and they are studied from a broader intellectual perspective. In short, a comparative approach will be used to shed light on the uniqueness and complexities of the Chinese public policy and administration. 

Third, students are encouraged to choose their own topics for presentation in the tutorial. The number of tutorial groups will be dependent upon the size of the class. The presentation should provide an excellent forum for us to engage in an active mode of discussion as I expect most, if not all, of you will involve in. Hence your active participation is essential. Ideas can be tested, points will be made, and, above all, judgments should be formed.

Assessment: 


The success of this course depends critically on the active participation of all members; therefore attendance is required at all sessions.  Performance will be assessed as follows: 

Attendance and participation: 15%

Presentation, discussions, and group project 25%

Research Proposal: 10% 

Final individual research paper 50%

For the final individual research paper, I expect each student will choose a Chinese public policy to study so that you can make use of some of the concepts and ideas which you have learned in this course. In order to facilitate this research exercise, each student is required to write a two- to three-page proposal about the topic on which he/she is going to write. Questions like what the research question will be, which policy will be studied and what results will be likely presented are extremely helpful in narrowing down and pinpointing to the research topic. All these will be summarized in this proposal and its deadline will be on November 4. The deadline of submitting the final paper will be on or before December 16. 

Plagiarism will not be accepted and will be punished. For details, please refer to: 

http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/
